B-Comms
10 December 2021

(Issue 23)

to the latest issue of B-Comms, for schools and academies in St Benet's MAT.
In this issue we include some fantastic good news stories from our academies; your usual
operational updates, and a central calendar for training events across the Trust.

Don’t forget to send in any news that you want to share, to the Editor at: suzannah.kay@stbenets.org.

Message from our Chair of Trustees
I have run out of superlatives to describe the last year and the way you have all rallied round to create the very
best we can for all the children and young people in our care and through that to support so many families.
As some of you know, I dabble in historical research and I have been looking at great pressure points on
society over the last couple of centuries. Three themes come to mind. Firstly, people often get scared by
unpredictable events, secondly, adults and especially children are amazingly resilient and thirdly, adversity
does help bind us together as humans if we open our hearts to it.
I have seen those themes in abundance around us this last year and you have been central to turning anxiety into hope. So, in
this great Advent and Christmas season I hope you will have great relaxation, recharging and be close to all those you love.
Let us especially remember that no matter how tough it can be at times, we are among the most fortunate on God’s earth.
Have a very happy and peaceful Christmas.
Fred Corbett

Good News Stories
Mr Dan Stagg, Assistant Headteacher at Harleston CE Primary Academy, has been very busy this
term getting celebrity endorsements for the school’s values. He has received video messages of
support from Gabby Logan MBE—former international rhythmic gymnast and television
presenter, and from Amy Williams MBE—former British skeleton racer and Olympic gold
medallist.
He has also arranged a visit to the school from Joel Fearon, Winter Olympic bobsleigh medallist
and 100m sprinter. Joel visited the school on 17th November and delivered an online Collective
Worship as well as running PE workshop sessions with pupils. Joel will be continuing his support
by mentoring the children in 2022.

Mr Stagg of HPA

Finally, Mr Stagg wrote to Strictly Come Dancing's Dan Walker and Nadia Bychkova and they replied with a
personal message of support to the children, mentioning kindness and perseverance.
Amazing work by Mr Stagg which will give Harleston pupils an enhanced understanding of their school values.

Gabby Logan MBE

Amy Williams MBE

Joel Fearon

Signed photo and letter from Nadia Bychkova and Dan Walker
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More Good News Stories
Schools in Diss Primary Academy Partnership received a visit from Michael Gurney DL, High
Sheriff of Norfolk, on Wednesday 1st December. His morning visit consisted of a meeting
with Headteacher Mrs Jo Cerullo, and with Clive Sinfield, Chair of Governors, where they
discussed the community of Diss and briefed him on the school’s challenges during the
pandemic, followed by a discussion with the Pastoral Team where they explained the schools’
latest practices around supporting wellbeing for both pupils and their families.
The High Sheriff shared his views on the importance of primary schools and their role in preparing children for adult life. He
said: “Great teachers change children’s lives for the better. It has been an honour to visit Diss Church of England Junior
Academy and Infants to see how happy, safe and secure the children are. What a difference these schools are making to
their community. Many thanks to all the staff who are working tirelessly for the children.”
The High Sheriff was interviewed by the School Council, which he enjoyed despite some challenging and insightful questions.
They asked him a range of questions about how he supported the Police, what he enjoyed about being a High Sheriff and
whether his job was difficult some days.
Hannah, Year 6, said: “”I really enjoyed meeting the High Sheriff as I learnt lots about his role.”
Mabrouk, Year 5 said: “He was really kind and helps our community so much.”
“High Sheriffs are really helpful people, they do so many helpful things” said Bethany, Year 4.
Children at the Infant school learnt about Michael’s role in an assembly and particularly enjoyed seeing him in his uniform: a
frock coat, hat and sword. He then visited the Reception Class as they are currently focusing on special people. A highlight
for them was when Maxwell had the opportunity to try on the High Sheriff’s hat.

Operational Updates


FAO Headteachers & Premises Managers

Ventilation of buildings during cold weather
The HSE have provided advice on how to keep buildings ventilated during Covid while keeping people warm during winter.
The guidance can be found on the HSE website here.


FAO All Staff

New Offices
We have been very fortunate to have the Diocese of Norwich as our landlords from the beginning of the St Benet’s journey
to the present time. However, a move of location has become necessary due to the expansion of the St Benet's, DNEAT and
DoNESC central teams; we have basically out-grown our office space at Easton House.
After a thorough search to ensure the right location and value for money, we have identified new office accommodation that
will be able to accommodate all the central teams from St Benet's, DNEAT and DoNESC. The new office is based in East
Tuddenham and is 5 minutes drive away from our existing offices in Easton.

Work is starting on getting the offices set up for us in readiness for a move around Easter and we will keep you updated on
progress towards this throughout the New Year.
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Current Vacancies
For vacancies at St Benet's MAT please visit: www.stbenets.org
For vacancies at DNEAT, DoNESC and the Diocese of Norwich please visit: www.dneat.org or
www.dioceseofnorwich.org
Please email your vacancies to georgia.evans@donesc.org for uploading to all websites.

Prayer for the Day
The Church of England have an app called Time to Pray, which releases a new prayer twice a
day as a short podcast for you to listen to. Today’s prayer can be heard here.

DoNESC Staff Update
For the last 2½ years Wendy Allsop has held the joint responsibilities of working as Howard Nelson’s PA along with being HR
Administrator.
As many of you will know, DoNESC will be moving the HR service away from EPM to an in-house team and this team will
manage all HR administration. Therefore, as of January 2022 Wendy will have transitioned her HR responsibilities over to
the new HR team and she will be working as Howard’s Executive Assistant on a full-time basis, working with him on projects
to support our academies as we move forward. These will include working on our move to Net Zero.
If you need to get hold of Howard, please contact Wendy in the first instance on wendy.allsop@donesc.org or 01603
881740.

Reminders
Press & PR
Our PR Officer, Kate Morfoot, should be your first point of contact for any press/media enquiries or if you have
any good news stories from your academy which you would like to publicise. Her contact
details are: 07803 590 728 (inc out of hours) and press@stbenets.org.

Footprints
Footprints magazine is circulated to all Diocesan schools and is a wonderful tool for communicating good work
done by your academy. The latest edition can be read here. Future issues will cover the following themes: January 2022—pastoral care and chaplaincy; February—pupil voice/race and ethnicity; April—churches and schools
working together; June—vulnerable groups; September—life in all its fullness.

If you would like your school to be featured in Footprints, please contact Holly Davy, PA to the Diocesan Director
of Education, at holly.davy@dioceseofnorwich.org.
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Training/CPD Calendar
DATE

TIME

EVENT/LOCATION

CONTACT

20 January 2022

13.00-18.30

Poetry Training at ASHS (all Teachers)

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

25 January

09.00-12.00

EYFS Teachers—SPAG & Poetry Planning at Newton
Flotman

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

25 January

12.30-15.30

Y1/Y2 SPAG & Poetry Planning at Newton Flotman

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

26 January

09.00-12.00

Y3/Y4 SPAG & Poetry Planning at Garboldisham

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

26 January

12.30-15.30

Y5/Y6—SPAG & Poetry Planning at Garboldisham

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

03 February

09.00-16.00

Subject Leader Update—Focus: tbc (HT to join 14.0016.00) at Alburgh-with-Denton

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

07 February

09.00-12.00

Maths Hub Day for Maths Leads—Embedding Mastery—location tbc

Laura Richardson
l.richardson@diss.stbenets.org

21 February

13.00-15.30

Maths—Mastering Mastery in EYFS at Diss Junior

Laura Richardson
l.richardson@diss.stbenets.org

28 February

15.30-16.30

Maths—Inclusive Mastery Practice (Newton Flotman, St Laura Richardson
Mary’s, Tacolneston & Morley) at St Mary’s Junior
l.richardson@diss.stbenets.org

07 March

15.30-16.30

Maths—Inclusive Mastery Practice (Harleston, Alburghwith-Denton) at Harleston Primary

Laura Richardson
l.richardson@diss.stbenets.org

14 March

15.30-16.30

Maths—Inclusive Mastery Practice (Beacon Federation)
at Dickleburgh

Laura Richardson
l.richardson@diss.stbenets.org

15 March

09.00-16.00

Subject Leader Update—Focus: Moderation (HT to join
14.00-16.00) at Diss Infants

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

21 March

09.00-12.00

Maths Hub Day for Maths Leads—Embedding Mastery—location: TBC

Laura Richardson
l.richardson@diss.stbenets.org

16 May

09.00-12.00

Maths Hub Day for Maths Leads—Embedding Mastery—location: TBC

Laura Richardson
l.richardson@diss.stbenets.org

18 May

09.00-16.00

Subject Leader Update—Focus: tbc (HT to join 14.0016.00) at St Mary’s Junior

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

23 June

09.00-16.00

Subject Leader Update—Focus: Moderation (HT to join
14.00-16.00) at Diss Junior

Kelly Stokes
mrskellystokes@outlook.com

01 July

09.00-12.00

Maths Hub Day for Maths Leads—Embedding Mastery

Laura Richardson
l.richardson@diss.stbenets.org
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Who’s Who in DoNESC
Howard Nelson
CEO
01603 881759 / 07391 407831
howard.nelson@donesc.org

David Fannon
Financial Controller
01603 882358 / 07870 899167
david.fannon@donesc.org

Sharon Money
Head of Operations
01603 882329 / 07471 033539
sharon.money@donesc.org

Emma Aspinall
Management Accountant
01603 881728
emma.aspinall@donesc.org

Darren Williams
Building Surveyor & Estates Manager
07395 333038
darren.williams@donesc.org

Jo Wadey
Management Accountant
01603 881746
jo.wadey@donesc.org

Fiona Garner
Contracts & Compliance Assistant
01603 881736
fiona.garner@donesc.org

Mercy Machaya
Management Accountant
01603 881720
mercy.machaya@donesc.org

Scott Buxton
Finance Administrator Team Leader
01603 881734
scott.buxton@donesc.org

Paul Harris
Finance Assistant
01603 881739
paul.harris@donesc.org

Rufaro Jiri
Finance Assistant
01603 881750
rufaro.jiri@donesc.org

Jo Leach
HR Manager
07888 184964
jo.leach@donesc.org

Ben Unger
HR Officer
07542 850283
ben.unger@donesc.org
Chloe Humphrey
HR Officer
07542 849822
chloe.humphrey@donesc.org
Georgia Evans
HR Administrator
07881 305517
georgia.evans@donesc.org

Robyn Redman
HR Administrator
Tel No TBC
robyn.redman@donesc.org

Wendy Allsop
Executive Assistant
01603 881740 / 07542 847736
wendy.allsop@donesc.org

Hannah Monk
Head of Governance
07542 847815
hannah.monk@donesc.org

Tara Burrows
Governance Officer/Trust Clerk
(for St Benet's)
07542 849490
tara.burrows@donesc.org

Dawn Knights
Governance Officer/Trust Clerk
(for DNEAT)
07542 849491
dawn.knights@donesc.org

